COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY
Materials are selected and retained on a basis of their content and overall value.  Bodman Memorial Library represents all points of view and the library, as much as is possible, is a reflection of the needs of the community and its diversity.  It also seeks to advance awareness of those cultures, traditions and ideas not represented in the local community.  The selection principles promote the American Library Association’s “Library Bill of Rights” and “Intellectual Freedom Statement” and “ALA guidelines for Access to Electronic Information”.

General Criteria
A policy cannot replace the judgment of individual librarians but only provides guidelines to assist them in choosing from the vast array of available materials.  In selection, the librarian uses professional judgment and expertise, based on understanding of user needs and knowledge of authors and publishers.  Flexibility, open-mindedness, and responsiveness to the changing needs of the community is a necessity.  Considerations include:

	Appropriateness to library’s mission
	Contemporary significance
	Popular demand (including requests by patrons and staff)
	Reputation of the publisher or producer; authority and significance of the author, composer, filmmaker, etc.
	Quality of writing, design, illustrations, or production
	Insight into human and social conditions
	Accuracy and authoritativeness
	Appropriateness and effectiveness of medium to content
	Relation to existing collection
	Availability of material elsewhere in the community and through interlibrary loan
	Clarity and logic; comprehensiveness and depth of presentation
	Price, format, suitability of physical form for library use
	Inclusion of work in bibliographies, best lists, indexes
	Suitability of subject and style for intended audience

An item need not meet all these criteria in order to be acceptable.  When judging the desirability of materials, any combination of standards may be used.  More specific guidelines can be found in the special collections section of this policy.

Weeding 
Weeding of the collection is performed in order to keep the collection responsive to patron’s needs, to insure its vitality and usefulness to the community, and to make room for newer materials.  Weeding identifies lost or damaged items, ephemeral materials that are no longer used, out-of-date materials and extra copies that are not being used.  Weeding also helps evaluate the collection by identifying areas or titles where additional materials are needed, older editions need to be updated, and subjects, titles, or authors that are no longer of interest to the community.  As materials become worn, dated, damaged or lost, replacement will be determined by the appropriate staff members, who will determine whether or not::
	The item is still available and can be replaced
	Another item or format might better serve the same purpose
	There remains sufficient need to replace the item
	Updated, newer or revised materials better replace a given item
	The item has a historical value
	Another networking agency could better provide that or a comparable item

Weeding Criteria
The CREW and MUSTIE methods will be used to sort through Library materials.  New York State standard requires that one quarter of the shelf remain empty.           The library reserves the right to make the final selection for any materials that will be weeded.  The library also reserves the right to withdraw materials from the collection when they are no longer appropriate under the collection policy. 

	 Weeding Guidelines:
 Discard:  Materials with obsolete content
		      Materials which are infrequently used
		      Materials in poor or irreparable physical condition
	  	      Older editions of encyclopedias, directories, etc.
   	      Materials which are complete sets
		      Materials that have no anticipated use
		      Materials containing information that has been superseded
	   Retention Guidelines:
   Retain:   Works containing useful local information
                   Primary works in particular disciplines or topics
		        Replacement of desired item not possible
		       
Censorship and Reconsideration of Library Materials
This Board believes that the only acceptable censorship is self-censorship, therefore, comments from members of the community about the collection or individual items in the collection are welcome and provide useful information to the librarians, but removal of items from the collection will be governed by the following procedures.

	If a patron objects to the library’s ownership of a particular item or items, the library will be governed by the guidelines set forth in the American Library Association’s “Challenged Materials: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights.”
	The challenged will be offered to complete a “Patron’s Request for Reconsideration of Library Material” form.
	The Director will review the request and a recommendation will be formulated.  The challenger will be notified in writing of the recommendation within 14 days and a copy will be sent to the Board of Trustees.
	If the challenger is not satisfied with the recommendation, written appeal must be made to the Board of Trustees within 30 days.  The appeal will be added to the agenda of the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees.
	A final determination will be made in writing to the challenger within 30 days.
	The challenged material will remain in the collection until determination is made.
     No challenged library material shall be removed from the collection   
     Except upon court order and after proceedings
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